
Greetings Everyone,  

 I’m looking forward to working with you all again this coming year, in a 
series of concerts that will bring us some new collaborations, new repertoire, 
and some larger scale projects. With our COVID transition year behind us, we 
can look forward to a relatively normal semester of rehearsals, sectionals, 
coaching, and performances. I want you all to continue to remain as safe as 
possible during the academic year with respect to public health issues. If we go 
back to a mask mandate, be ready to comply. We begin with auditions on the 
25th of August and our first rehearsals the following week. I'm delighted to be 
welcoming Professor Jonathan Weber to our efforts as well, as string sectional 
leader and coach. We’ll also be welcoming a new percussion coach, Roxan 
Jurkevich during the Fall and Spring semesters.  

 I'm delighted also to introduce to you the members of the graduate 
conducting studio, two of whom are continuing onto their second year, and one 
of whom we will be welcoming this semester. Professor Bridget Kinneary joins us 
from Berlin where her Fulbright scholarship took her when she finished her 
undergraduate studies. She has since founded Mit Mach Musik, and is a regular 
faculty member of the Berlin Metropolitan School. 

 Erik Juneau joins us freshly returned from Opera Viva in Verona Italy where 
he worked with Lisa Sylvester (USC) and Joyce Fieldsend (Glyndebourne & San 
Francisco Operas). Returning to us also is Jeongdae Lee who competed in the 
Respighi competition this summer, earning rave reviews from the jury. My 
congratulations also to the orchestra members from last semester whose names 
and achievements appear on the second page of this letter. Your continued 
success is the ultimate goal of this entire ensemble program and I look forward 
to hearing similar successes from each of you as we move forward. 

 We will also be repeating four colloquy dates during the fall semester. 
These informal meetings have grown out of the "after talks" that usually follow 
my master classes with the conducting studio. But, they have blossomed into 
arena's for questions, answers, discussions, listening exam advice, and further 
conversations about what it is to be a musician, how to listen to music, and how 



to muster all of your forces as a student for your own success and that of the 
people you will teach and lead during your lifetime.  

 Let me take a moment to remind you to read the entirety of the course 
syllabus. Many questions are answered therein and it’s just excellent preparation 
for the semester as a whole. With that, let me now congratulate the following 
folks for their recent successes: 

Jeeyoun Kang, Flute 
American Protege International Music Talent Competition 

Sara Strozzo 
Full Scholarship to the Prisma Festival, Powell River, British Columbia 

Peter Mainetti  
Composition study at the InterHarmony International 
Music Festival (Germany & Italy)for composition.  

Arielle Harvey  
Erik S. Horlick Memorial Scholarship Award 
Discimus ut Serviamus (Maldeb) Award Award 

See you in a couple of weeks! 

Cheers  

Dr. P 


